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You can't do a landform study without examining some topography maps. Most of my kiddos 
have never seen a topography map before. I broke them into groups and they had to come up 
with some observations and questions about the topography map of Mt. Shasta. Many students 
thought that the lines were earthquakes (natural disasters on the mind). After we shared our 
ideas, I made a foam mountain. Then I traced around each shape one on top of each other. It 
didn't take long for students to put two-and-two together. Next the students had a hand at 
making a topography map of Mt. Shasta, standing at 38,000 ft. 
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